
Syllabus 
Class Name: 

  

American History: Reconstruction to Late Twentieth Century 

Teacher Name: 

 

Mr. Myers 

Description: 

 

The American History describes the history of the American people from the 1800's to 

the present.  By acquainting students with their past, they will be better prepared to 

live responsible and productive lives in a rapidly changing world.  The students will 

study the many individuals and groups that have contributed to the development of 

American culture.  Insights into the ways American culture has changed and the 

experiences that have led to these changes will be offered.  The impact of 

industrialization and urbanization on individuals and groups of various times in our 

history will be described.  Students will consider the way changes in American life 

have affected domestic and foreign policies as well as the impact that decisions made 

in other countries have had on these policies.  By developing a perspective about their 

past, students will be better able to understand past achievements as well as the 

possible future goals of their country, something all democratic institutions need to 

survive. 
Prerequisites: 

 

Early American History (8th Grade) 

Credits 

(course length): 

 

1 

Location: 

 

Room Number 108 

Planning Period: 

 

Eighth Period 1:17 P.M.-2:01 P.M. 

 
Text(s) used: 

 

American Anthem: Reconstruction to the Present  

Homework 

Policy: 

 

All assignments should be done upon entering the classroom on the 

specified day.  If any assignment is not completed on the specified day, 

the student has five days to complete the assignment for half credit.  

After the five days the assignment if worth zero. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Teacher Conferences may be scheduled before school or during the planning period. 

Homework Philosophy 

"The application of homework within almost every learning activity is a valuable means of reinforcement and 
evaluation.  It is the teacher's role to define such assignments and the responsibility of the students to 
complete them on time.  Parents must also assume their responsibility in regard to student homework; 
therefore, proper communication between the home and the school are vital in establishing assignments, 
which can significantly contribute to the overall educational process." 

Late to Class 

"A student who is late to class will be given a verbal warning on the first offense.  Additional offenses will result in a 
discipline referral to the office for one day or one period - school related absence (athletics/academic games, etc) - it is 
the student's responsibility to make up the work upon their return to the classroom.  It is recommended that they see the 
teacher ahead of time to determine what they will miss while they are gone." 



 

Grading Policy: 

 

Each unit will be accompanied with a test worth around forty to 

fifty points.  Prior to taking the test, students will be given a study 

guide Students will be evaluated using various forms of assessment. 

Students will complete study guides with all the material needed to 

know and understand for the unit test for all examinations.  Many 

other types of assessments will be given throughout the school year, 

including and but not limited to the following: 

o Varies Types of Homework 

o Essays 

o Quizzes 

o Research Papers  

o Projects 

o Power Point Presentations 

      96.5 ↑ A+ 

      92.5 ↑ A 

      89.5 ↑ A- 

      86.5 ↑ B+ 

      82.5 ↑ B 

      79.5 ↑ B- 

      76.5 ↑ C+ 

      72.5 ↑ C 

      69.5 ↑ C- 

      66.5 ↑ D+ 

      62.5 ↑ D 

      59.5 ↑ D- 

      Below F 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Required Materials: Textbook, Notebook, and Writing Utensil 

 

Additional Help: If you do not fully understanding the material or have a problem 

with any assignment, please ask for assistance.  I will do 

everything I can to assist you.  There will also be additional 

tutoring available to those who need it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academic Integrity 

"Students caught cheating, plagiarizing, copying homework and/or test, quizzes, and using a 
paper from the Internet will be given a "0" (zero) on that assignment. In addition, their name will 
be reported to the office and filed in the event of future violations. Repeated violation could result 
in removal from class and a non-passing grade." 

Make-Up Work 

"Students on a pre-approved trip of more than one day will be expected to makeup any work 
minimally on the second full day upon the student's return up to a maximum of five 
days.  Students are required to get all missed work prior to pre-approved absence.   

For one day or one period - school related absence (athletics/academic games, etc) - it is the 
student's responsibility to make up the work upon their return to the classroom.  It is 
recommended that they see the teacher ahead of time to determine what they will miss while they 
are gone. “For one day or one period - school related absence (athletics/academic games, etc) - it 
is the student's responsibility to make up the work upon their return to the classroom.  It is 
recommended that they see the teacher ahead of time to determine what they will miss while they 
are gone." 

Tutoring 

Extra Assistance is available on a regular basis during after school hours (Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays from 3:30 to 4:15) by contacting the Guidance Office at (724) 662-2272.  It is the 
students' responsibility to seek such tutoring if needed. 



 Course Outline 

Classroom Rules: 1. R-E-S-P-E-C-T - Use the utmost respect when 

communicating with administrators, teachers, and fellow 

students.  In return, everyone will give you the same respect 

and consideration.  Remember, respect is a courtesy 

everyone deserves.  

2. Please bring a positive attitude to the classroom, complete 

with a smile, whenever possible. 

3. Please bring your notebook, writing utensil, and textbook to 

class everyday. 

4. When the bell has rung, please be in your assigned seats, 

ready to begin class.  Being late three times will result in a 

detention. 

5. Unless instructed otherwise, please ask to use the restroom, 

sharpen your pencil, get a piece of paper, etc. 

6. There is to be NO eating or drinking in the classroom.  Gum 

is permitted, but must remain in your mouths. 

7. Please ask questions.  If something is not clear, you have a 

problem, or have a general question about the topic, please 

raise your hand and ask. 

8. Your participation is vital to a successful classroom 

environment.  You will be expected to participate regularly 

throughout the school year. 

9. With the use of technology necessary to complete the many 

requirements of the course, please be respectful to the 

computers and fellow users of the computers.  The 

technology guidelines established in the Student Handbook 

will be strictly followed.  

10. All rules and expectations outlined in the Student Handbook 

shall be observed and followed.  

 

Consequences and Punishments 

For lesser offences punishment will result in the student being 

removed from class, made to write 200 sentences, and will receive a 

detention.  For more severe offences consequences can result in any 

and not limited to the following punishments: 

Loss of Privileges 

Detentions 

School Suspensions 

Parent Conferences 

 

 

 



American History: Reconstruction to late 

Twentieth Century 

(Course outline is subject to change. Mr. Myers will provide notifications of any changes or 

adjustments.) 

 

First Semester 

Chapter 10: The Nation Splits Apart 

 The Politics of Slavery 

 Sectional Conflicts and National Politics 

 Lincoln’s Path to the White House 

 The South Secedes 

Chapter 11: The Civil War 

 Preparing for War 

 The War Behind the Lines 

 The War Continues 

 The Final Phase 

Chapter 12: Reconstruction 

 Plans for Reconstruction’ 

 Congressional Reconstruction 

 Republicans in Charge 

 Reconstruction Collapses 

Chapter 13: The American West 

 The Fight for the West 

 Mining and Ranching 

 Farming the Plains 

Chapter 14: The Second Industrial Revolution 

 Industry and Railroads 

 The Rise of Big Business 

 Workers Organize 

 The Age of Invention 

Chapter 15: Life at the Turn of the 20th Century 

 New Immigrants 

 Urban Life 

 Politics in the Gilded Age 

 Segregation and Discrimination 

Chapter 16: The Progressives 

 Progressivism 

 Women and Public Life 

 Theodore Roosevelt’s Square Deal 

 Taft and Wilson 



Chapter 17: Entering the World Stage 

 The Lure of Imperialism 

 The Spanish-American War 

 Roosevelt and Latin America 

 Wilson and the Mexican Revolution 

Chapter 18: The First World War 

 A World Crisis 

 The United States in World War I 

 The Home Front 

 Peace Without Victory 

Mid-Term Assessment 
 

Second Semester 

Chapter 19: From War to Peace 

 Postwar Havoc 

 A New Economic Era 

 The Harding and Coolidge Presidencies 

Chapter 20: The Roaring Twenties 

 American Life Changes 

 The Harlem Renaissance 

 A New Popular Culture is Born 

Chapter 21: The Great Depression 

 The Great Crash 

 Americans Face Hard Times 

 Hoover as President 

Chapter 22: The New Deal 

 Launching the New Deal 

 The Second New Deal 

 Life During the New Deal 

 Analyzing the New Deal 

Chapter 23: World War II Erupts 

 The Rise of Dictators 

 Europe Erupts in War 

 The United States Enters the War 

 Mobilizing for War 

Chapter 24: The United States in World War II 

 The War in Europe and North Africa 

 The Holocaust 

 The War in the Pacific 

 The Home Front 



 World War II Ends 

Chapter 25: The Cold War Begins 

 The Iron Curtain Falls on Europe 

 Healing the Wounds of War 

 The Second Red Scare 

 The Korean War 

Chapter 26: Postwar America 

 The Eisenhower Era 

 Atomic Anxiety 

 The Television Age 

Chapter 27: The New Frontier and the Great Society 

 Kennedy and the Cold War 

 Kennedy’s Thousand Days 

 The Great Society 

Chapter 28: The Civil Rights Movement 

 Fighting Segregation 

 Freedom Now! 

 Voting Rights 

 Changes and Challenges 

 The Movement Continues 

Chapter 29: The Vietnam War 

 The War Develops 

 U.S. Support of the War at Home and Abroad 

 1968: A Turning Point 

 The War Ends 

Chapter 30: A Time of Social Changes 

 Women and Native Americans Fight for Change 

 Latinos Fight for Rights 

 Culture and Countercultures 

Course Final 
 

  

 


